
TSP Documents Saunders’ Paranoia 
USM President’s Remarks Continue to Baffle Public 

 
Tyler Hill’s 13-Sept-2011 story for The Student Printz entitled “Saunders highlights USM 
accomplishments,” documents what one USMNEWS.net editorialist termed “paranoia” on USM 
president Martha Saunders’ part.  As Hill reports, Saunders told the crowd gathered on 8-Sept-2011 
for USM’s Fall 2011 Convocation that “[d]espite our frequent references and shouts of ‘Southern 
Miss to the Top,’ some of you do not believe we can get there.  If anyone thinks this university 
cannot get to the top, you are wrong.  And you are out excuses.” 
 

 
 
Who was primarily in attendance at the 8-Sept-2011 gathering?  Mainly faculty and staff, and some 
students.  Why would Saunders address such remarks to this group?  This question is difficult to 
answer, particularly because this group has contributed so much to USM’s survival the past two or 
three fiscal years.  As sources remind us, academic programs have been cut, staff and faculty have 
been let go, and students are now paying higher tuition.  Saunders, on the other hand, still has her 
airplane, and the number of central administrators at USM seems to be growing by the month. 
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